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OVERVIEW BAVA KAMA DAF 7

Section 1: More About Hekdesh 
Collecting from Best Land 

Objection: Wait, a donation to the Temple is like a regular 
debt! Regular debts are collected from MEDIUM quality 
land (Beinonis), not best! 

Suggestion: Maybe R. Akiva holds that even regular debts 
are collected from best land? 

Rejection: That can't be, because when someone's ox is 
gored, the creditor gets paid. We couldn't learn to Hekdesh 
(which doesn't get paid when its ox is gored). 

Better answer: Actually, a person's ox gored a Temple ox. 
R. Akiva interprets "your fellow's ox" like R. Shimon ben 
Menasya: 

• If a Temple ox gores a regular ox → Temple 
doesn't pay 

• If a regular ox gores a Temple ox → He pays FULL 
damage (even if it's a Tam) 

 

Section 2: Can You Pay with 
Something Other Than Best Land 

or Money? 
Question: One verse says pay "from the best of your field" 
(sounds like only land). But another verse says you can give 
"anything worth money, even bran" (sounds like you can 
give anything). 

Answer #1 (Rava): If the damager pays WILLINGLY, he can 
pay with anything. If the victim has to take him to court to 
force payment, he must pay with money or best land. 

Objection: The verse just says "he will pay," not "he will be 
forced to pay." 

Answer #2 (Abaye): The answer is like Rabah's teaching 
about seasonal land prices. 

Rabah's case: Someone has $200 worth of property but 
can't sell it. Can he collect charity meant for the poor? 

The rule: Land is worth more in spring (Nisan) and less in 
fall (Tishrei). If you MUST sell now (in fall), you can collect 
charity worth up to half the value. 

Applied to damages: Damages should be paid with best 
land at current price. If the victim wants to accept medium-
quality land (a larger amount), the damager can say "I'll 
give it to you at the higher spring price" (so it equals out). 

Objection: That's not fair! The victim is entitled to best 
land, why should he suffer a loss if he wants medium land? 

Better application: This should apply to CREDITORS (who 
aren't entitled to best land). If the creditor wants worst-
quality land (even more), the borrower can value it at 
spring prices. 

Another objection: That's not fair either! It will discourage 
lending. 

Best application: This should apply to KESUVAH (marriage 
contract). The wife can take worst land, and the husband 
values it at spring prices. 

 

Section 3: What Counts as "Best 
Land"? 

Answer #3 (Rava): Whatever the damager gives (land or 
movable property) must be highest quality OF THAT TYPE. 

Objection: But the verse says "from the best of HIS FIELD"! 

Answer #4 (Rav Papa): All movable property is considered 
"best" because if it can't be sold here, it can be sold 
elsewhere. Land can't be moved, so if you pay with land, it 
must be your best land. 

Question: When we say "best land," do we mean: 

• The best land this particular person owns, OR 

• A general standard of what's considered "best"? 
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According to R. Yishmael (pay from victim's best), it clearly 
means that person's best. 

The question is according to R. Akiva (pay from damager's 
best): 

• Does it mean his personal best, OR 

• The world's standard of "best" (even if his best is 
better)? 

Answer: "From the best of HIS field" clearly means his own 
personal best! 

 

 


